
Chapter Five: Next Step 
 
5.01 According to the 2004 Interpretation of the NPCSC, the bills on 

the amendments to the method for selecting the CE and the 
proposed amendments to such bills shall be introduced by the 
HKSAR Government into the LegCo.  The draft amendments 
will be submitted to the LegCo by way of motion.  The 
amendments appended to the motion are the “bills” referred to in 
the 2004 Interpretation of the NPCSC.  In other words, 
according to the 2004 Interpretation, Members of the LegCo may 
not introduce any amendments to the draft amendments proposed 
by the HKSAR Government.  According to Annex I to the Basic 
Law as well as the 2004 Interpretation of the NPCSC and its 
relevant decisions, the amendments should have effect only after 
they have had the endorsement of a two-thirds majority of all the 
Members of the LegCo, the consent of the CE, and the approval 
of the NPCSC. 
 

5.02 The HKSAR Government aims at securing the LegCo’s 
endorsement of the motion on the amendment to Annex I to the 
Basic Law regarding the method for selecting the CE before the 
end of the 2014-2015 legislative year.   

 
5.03 After the relevant motion has obtained the endorsement of the 

LegCo, the consent of the CE, and the approval of the NPCSC, 
we will strive to introduce to the LegCo the proposals to amend 
the relevant local legislation before the end of 2015, so as to 
implement the detailed arrangements regarding the method for 
selecting the CE by universal suffrage to allow all eligible voters 
of Hong Kong to elect the next CE by universal suffrage in 2017 
as scheduled. 

 
5.04 According to the NPCSC’s Decision: 

 
“IV. If the specific method of universal suffrage for selecting the 
Chief Executive is not adopted in accordance with legal 
procedures, the method used for selecting the Chief Executive for 
the preceding term shall continue to apply.” 
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Besides, 
 
“After the election of the Chief Executive by universal suffrage, 
the election of all the members of the Legislative Council of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region may be implemented 
by the method of universal suffrage.” 
 
In other words, if the motion to amend Annex I to the Basic Law 
regarding the method for selecting the CE is not endorsed by the 
LegCo, the CE in 2017 would continue to be elected by the 
1 200-member EC, and it would then be even more difficult to 
know when the aim of selecting all the Members of the LegCo by 
universal suffrage could be achieved.  The constitutional 
development of Hong Kong will inevitably come to a standstill. 

 
5.05 If universal suffrage for the CE election could be implemented in 

2017, the CE returned by universal suffrage and the HKSAR 
Government under his / her leadership would be able to discuss 
further the method for selecting all the Members of the LegCo by 
universal suffrage. 

 
 
 
 
 
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau 
April 2015 
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